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planning with its business and industrial zones and belts of farms
and playgrounds which constitutes the only solution of the problem
of food supply along with that of urban congestion. A scientifically
planned city community and a scientifically planned rural com-
munity in India alone can restore the balance between the rural
and the urban economy. The Gangetic locations may become
almost one continuous series of garden cities with their tributary
farms, while the plains in the interior may carry on an intensive-
extensive agriculture with only enough manufacturing to meet some
local needs and to occupy that part of the population which is
dependent upon agriculture but not directly engaged in it. The
advantage in transport afforded by waterways should be utilised in
the redistribution of industrial and manufacturing cities to ensure
our living with the least waste of effort. Nor should our factories
and industrial establishments be segregated in a few huge cities.
They should meet surplus labour of the overcrowded plains half-way
in towns and small cities, and facilities of land and water transport
should be opened out for them to secure a more economical dis-
tribution of the population. The early distribution of electric
power and the use of motor trucks bring with them social and
agricultural benefits which we can perceive with difficulty in the
present era of steam and iron, rail and factory concentration. With
increased use of electricity as a motive power of industry, industrial
establishments will be decentralised.1
Japan:
Farmers are intensively busy during certain seasons and are idle
in other seasons. One way of relieving this state of affairs in the
past was to provide farmers with by-industries. The small industries
which once existed in the country should be revived. The work
of the rural district will be a mixture of agriculture and industry,
and the wealth of the rural peojple will be greatly increased. In
old. times there were many rural industries, but they were all taken
over into the cities with the growth of modern large-scale industry.
But the revival of small-scale industries in the country must mean
the industrialisation of the country, which in turn must mean, in
the final analysis, the extension of large-scale industries into the
country. At present commerce and industry are undertaken for
lucrative purposes. For this reason commerce inevitably is con-
centrated in cities, and industries also centre around cities, chiefly
because they can offer convenience for the sale of products. All
this has the effect of transferring all industries except agriculture
from the country to the cities. If industries can be extended into
the country it will have the effect of relieving the fanners and of
dealing a blow to the commercialism of the present economy. If
large-scale industry is extended into the country fanners will
receive numerous economic benefits therefrom. At present, capital,
men, convenience of communication and transportation, and the
epportunity of deriving profits are all concentrated in cities; and
1 BL Mukerjee, The Rural Economy of India.